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Museum’s Retro Town 
Fair Back for 4th Year  
There’s so much to see 

and do over Labor Day 

weekend here in Green-

belt, but we hope you’ll 

find time to participate in 

or visit the Museum’s 

Retro Town Fair.  The 

event was originally 

envisioned by Education 

and Volunteer Coordina-

tor, Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, 

for the  2012 Labor Day 

festival. It was designed as 

a way to bring back some 

of the elements of the 

earliest town fairs 

organized in Greenbelt. 

The first Town Fair was 

held in 1939 after a 

request from the Garden 

Club to City Council that 

a flower competition be 

held. Council added 

categories to include 

canned goods, baked 

goods, and needlework. 

The Fair also included 

concerts, puppet shows, 

athletic contests, and 

more. Fairs were not held 

during WWII years,     

but the event was re-

established in 1955 as the 

Labor Day Festival and has 

been going strong ever 

since.  

Our Retro Town Fair will 

take place on Sunday, 

September 6, in the grassy 

area behind the Mother 

and Child Statue. Enter 

your flowers, vegetables, 

baked goods, canned 

goods, needlework, and 

sewing into the competi-

tion. This year, we have 

added an additional 

category: crafts. Examples 

of items accepted into 

that category are jewelry, 

woodworking, and 

dollmaking. Entries will  

be accepted from 11am-

12pm. Public viewing is 

from 2pm-4pm, and we 

ask that all items be 

picked up by 5pm. For 

registration form(s), visit 

greenbeltmuseum.org. 

For the Museum’s Labor 

Day schedule, see p. 3. 

Canned goods entered into the Museum’s Retro 

Town Fair at the 2013 Labor Day Festival. 

Parade Marshal Mary Clare Bonham and Junior Mayor John Freeman in 

the 1938 Labor Day Parade.  Greenbelt Museum Collection 


