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Join Us for the First  
Ever Roosevelt Ride! 
Join us on Sunday, May 

26, 2013, 11am for the 

first ever Greenbelt 

Museum Roosevelt 

Ride!  Throw on some 

vintage clothes, grab your 

picnic basket and come 

for a day of biking and 

picnicking in historic 

Greenbelt. Riders are 

invited to gather on the 

front lawn of the Green-

belt Community Center 

(15 Crescent Road, 

Greenbelt, MD 20770) at 

11am. Take a leisurely 

bike ride through the 

historic Greenbelt 

community and return to 

the lawn of the Greenbelt 

Community Center to 

eat and socialize. The 

Greenbelt Museum’s 

historic house is right 

across the street, and 

we’ll be offering free 

tours for participants 

starting at 1pm. Bring 

your own food (sorry, no 

alcohol allowed), buy 

some Tea Pops, sample 

some lemonade or grab 

Roosevelt Ride      

Sponsors 

something delicious from 

the Greenbelt Farmer’s 

Market, which is close by. 

This event is free! Not to 

worry if you don’t have a 

bike or don’t want to do 

the ride, you are welcome 

to join us just for the 

picnicking!  Organized by 

the Friends of the 

Greenbelt Museum and 

sponsored by Maryland 

Milestones, Tea Pops, and 

The Greenbelt Farmer’s 

Market. See you there! 
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Dorothy Sucher Memorial Internship 
 

Museum Participates in Greenbelt Elem. Spring Fair 
On March 24, the Greenbelt Museum 

participated in the Greenbelt Elementary 

Spring Fair. Students learned how to 

make a variety of paper airplanes and 

even a replica space shuttle! Museum 

volunteer, Bonnie Shields, helped 

students crease, fold, and then test fly 

their airplanes! Museum Director, 

Megan Searing Young, displayed docu-

ments and images related to Greenbelt’s 

Museum Receives Gifts from Greenbelt Pioneer Families 

of an oral history listening station for the 

current timeline exhibition. We are 

equally grateful to John Haslinger and the 

Haslinger family, another Greenbelt 

Pioneer family, for their gift of a Boy 

Scout uniform which belonged to Joseph 

Haslinger. Robert Haslinger also recently 

shared photos and reminiscences of 

growing up in Greenbelt. Keep an eye on 

the website for this and other submis-

sions. We are currently working to make 

these stories accessible on the Museum’s 

website, greenbeltmuseum.org 

The Museum is very grateful to both the 

Birtman/Bickerton families and the  

Haslinger family for their recent donations. 

Phyllis Birtman Bickerton, a Greenbelt 

Pioneer child who graduated from Green-

belt High School in 1951, passed away 

January 22, 2013. To honor her, her family 

suggested that donations be made to  

FOGM and as a result the Museum re-

ceived over $1000 in donations, for which 

we are very grateful.  In addition, the family 

made a $1000 gift to support the purchase 

Museum volunteer Bonnie Shields helps a student fold 

a paper airplane at the Greenbelt Elementary Fair.  

Paul Kasko, Jr. visited the Museum house on Labor 

Day and is generously loaning photographs to the 

Museum.  Photo courtesy Eric Zhang.  

of Dorothy Sucher, who initiated the 

founding of the Greenbelt Museum with a 

letter to the editor of the Greenbelt News 

Review in 1972. “Greenbelt,” she wrote, 

“was built during the Great Depression as 

an expression of the philosophy behind 

the New Deal. What better place could be 

found in which to create a museum devot-

ed to that significant period in our nation’s 

history?” Mrs. Sucher went on to become 

one of the Museum’s founders and served 

on the Museum’s Board of  Directors. She 

was also a psychotherapist, an author,  and 

a reporter for the Greenbelt News Review 

through which she was involved in a land-

mark case for freedom of the press which 

went to the Supreme Court.  

We, here at the Museum, are so grateful 

to Dr. Sucher and the Sucher family for 

this very generous gift. We are finalizing 

the internship job description and will 

begin advertising the position later in the 

spring.  The successful internship candi-

date will receive a one-time stipend of 

$1000. More information about the in-

ternship will be posted on our website in 

the coming weeks.  

We are delighted 

to announce the 

start of the    

Dorothy Sucher 

Memorial Intern-

ship program. 

This internship 

will be awarded 

annually to an 

outstanding college-level (or above)    

student interested in supporting the work 

of the Greenbelt Museum. The internship, 

established in late 2012 by Dr. Joseph 

Sucher, commemorates the life and work 

Dorothy Sucher 1933-2010 

aviation history at Schrom Airport. In 

conjunction with our timeline exhibi-

tion, which covers the history of all 

areas of Greenbelt, we are emphasizing 

some of the historical sites outside of 

Greenbelt’s center through programs 

and activities such as this one. Many 

thanks to Bonnie for her help and to 

Sheila Maffay-Tuthill who planned the 

day and the paper airplane activity!   
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Coming back by popular demand: Greenbelt's Retro Town Fair! A new 
addition to the Labor Day weekend festivities last year, folks entered their 
finest fruits, veggies, baked goods, needlework, canned items and much 
more. Look for details soon on the Museum website, greenbeltmuse-
um.org, on the Museum’s Facebook site and in the News Review. Categories 
for entries will be very similar to last year. We can't wait to see you at the 
Fair! We will need volunteers to help as well, so please let us know if 
you’re interested. Contact Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, Education and Volunteer 

Coordinator, at greenbeltmuseumedu@gmail.com.  Thanks! 

Construction of a Parkbelt home, circa 1937. Greenbelt Museum  

Retro Town Fair Will Be 

Back by Popular Demand 

Are You a FOGM Member? Join or Renew Securely Online!                
We rely on donations from folks like you to keep the Museum going! The Museum is a partnership between the City 

of Greenbelt, which owns the collection and the Museum house, and FOGM which operates it. Programs, exhibits, 

tours, and special events are supported by FOGM’s fabulous members and volunteers. Join safely and securely online 

at our website, greenbeltmuseum.org, and receive an automatic receipt for tax purposes!  Or use our new reply enve-

lope!  We are a 501(c)3 organization, so donations are tax deductible. Thank you for your continuing support! 

Tuesday, July 16, 7:30pm - Parkbelt Homes  

Stephen Oetken, former FOGM President, and current volunteer tour 

guide, shares his research on Greenbelt’s own experimental pre-fab 

houses, the Parkbelt homes, built by General Houses Inc. of Chicago. 

Greenbelt Community Center, Room 201.  

October 15, 7:30pm - The Selection of    

Greenbelt’s Pioneer Families in 1937 

Sally Stokes, former Greenbelt resident, and former FOGM volunteer 

and Board member, discusses her research on the selection of Green-

belt’s pioneer families when Greenbelt was founded by the Resettlement 

Administration in 1937. Greenbelt Community Center, Room 201. 

An entry in the canned goods category of the Retro Town Fair last year.  

Greenbelt Museum   

2013 Lecture Series 

Greenbelt’s 75th Anniversary Animation Special                                                                
The Museum is proud to co-sponsor a screening of the GAVA/GATE Animation 75th Anniversary Special, at the Recreation De-

partment’s Artful Afternoon, June 1 at 1pm in the Greenbelt Community Center. Come see what Greenbelt youth ages 11-

15 created to address the challenges brought on by living within the three physically separated geographic areas of Greenbelt.   
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The Greenbelt Museum is going GREEN!  We have begun distributing 

our newsletter via email, but we need your help to make sure that our 

newsletter reaches you if you are a FOGM member! Please visit 

www.greenbeltmuseum.org and click on NEWSLETTER (upper left) to sign 

up. Or if you prefer a printed copy, please get in touch to let us know 

that, too, by sending an email to greenbeltmuseum@gmail.com. Thanks! 

Celebrate, Preserve & Share the History of Greenbelt MD 
Join the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

Cooperator  $25.00 1yr. subscription to the Utopian, 

free admission to Museum house, plus discounts on 

select items in gift shop, invitations to lectures, events, 

and programs 

Pioneer  $50.00 All of the above benefits for a 

household or family plus invitations to special 

programs or events 

Utopian $100.00 All of the above benefits plus 

invitations to special programs or events 

Roosevelt Club $1000.00 All of the above benefits 

plus recognition at the Museum house 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail  _____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Friends of the Greenbelt Museum, mail to PO 

Box 1025, Greenbelt MD 20768 or or join securely on-line at 

GreenbeltMuseum.org. FOGM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  

May  
26     Roosevelt Ride, Greenbelt Community Center lawn, 11am 

June  
1    Screening of GAVA/GATE 75th Animation film, Comm. Ctr, 1pm 

July  
16    Parkbelt Homes, Stephen Oetken, Community Center. 7:30pm 


