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Welcome to the Greenbelt Museum!  

My name is Nick. This is a picture of me 

reading a book with my little sister. I lived 

here in Greenbelt a very long time ago, but 

I travelled to the future to take you around 

my house today! I bet you want to know 

when I lived here. Let’s try to figure it out 

together! I’ll give you some clues, and then 

you can circle when you think I lived here. 

Hint One: This is Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

He was President of the U.S.A. when we 

moved to Greenbelt.  

Hint Two: I lived here during two im-

portant times in American history: 

-The Great Depression 

-World War II 

Hint Three: I lived here over SEVENTY 

years ago!  

Circle when you think I lived here: 

1950s-1960s                1860s-1870s               1930s-1940s              1900s-1910s 

Photo courtesy the Library of Congress. 

Photo courtesy the Greenbelt Museum 



My mom wants to make sure that you 

know about our house rules, so we can 

have fun without getting hurt or hurting 

the house! Here they are: 

House Rules 

-Don’t touch anything unless your docent 
tells you that you can! We have oils on 
our hands that can damage the objects, so 
even the curators of the museum don’t 
touch some objects unless they’re wearing 
gloves!  

-Pay close attention while your docent is 
speaking. Our docents have some great 
stories, and they will be able to help you 
answer the questions in this book! After 
each room, they will give you time to 
work on each activity.  

-Don’t run in the Museum!  
 

I bet you’re wondering what a 

curator and a docent is!  

A curator is the person who 

takes care of the objects in the 

museum. He/she researches 

the objects and writes text for 

exhibits. 

A docent is a  “tour guide”.  

Let’s use your new vocabulary. 

Below, write a sentence using 

the words “curator” and 

“docent” in the box below: 

 

MUSEUM 

VOCABULARY 



Let’s play a game of “I Spy”. I’ll 

show you a picture of an object in 

my house, and you’ll have to tell 

me a little bit about it. Let’s begin 

outside my house with this: 

Tour Stop #1 

My family puts our leftover food in here. Why do we do this? 

People in Greenbelt have always cared about recycling and reusing, 

whether it was to save money or to save the environment. List one 

thing you can do to help keep  Greenbelt green! 

I heard in your time, you have a 

whole symbol to tell you to           

recycle. Can you draw it here?  

Hint: It’s a symbol that has lots of 

arrows!  



Tour Stop #2 
Let’s go into the kitchen. Whenever I came 

home from school, my mother would always 

be ready in the kitchen with cookies, pie, or 

some other dessert!  

There’s no pie today, but there are some cool  

artifacts in the kitchen!  

Let’s look for this. What is this            

a picture of? 

I bet you have one of these too! Isn’t 

it amazing how things change so 

much in seventy years?  

I wonder what this object will look 

like seventy years from now. What 

year is seventy years from today? Why 

don’t you draw me a picture of what 

this object will look like then? 



When I travelled  forward through time and started looking 
through my house, I noticed something weird. There were 
little numbers written on everything!   

It was a secret code, and I had to be a detective to figure out 
what these numbers meant. 

The curator of the museum gave me a big clue: they told me 
these numbers were called “accession numbers”. The curators 
use accession numbers to keep track of museum objects, just 
like librarians write numbers on books to keep track of them. 
Let’s look for these numbers, and then we’ll figure it out 
what they mean together. 

 

Behind the Scenes of the Museum: Secret Numbers!  

Do you see this on the counter? This is 

the cool machine my mother uses to 

beat eggs!  I hear it’s quite different 

from what people use today. 

Let’s figure out what the numbers on it 

mean! Ask your docent for a pair of 

white gloves, and pick up the                   

egg-beater using two hands. This is a 

really sturdy museum object, so you 

can even turn the handle.!   

Do you see the accession number? 

Write it here: 



Behind the Scenes of the Museum: Secret Numbers!  

Let’s look at the number you wrote down on the last 
page and try to figure out what it is telling us! 

 

The first four digits of an accession number tell us the 
year that the museum received the object. For                 
example, if the number was “1995.104.1”, it would 
mean that the object was donated in 1995. What year 
was the egg beater donated? Write it in the box!  

 

To create the second part of the number, the curators 
look at how many other people gave something to the 
museum that year. If the second number is 8, it means 
that this is the 8th person to give to the museum this 
year. How many other people gave an object to the 
museum the year we got the egg beater? 

 

Sometimes, people give us just one object. Other 
times, people give us a whole collection of objects. If 
the first person to donate in the year 2014 gave us two 
spoons, we would label one 2014.1.1, and the other 
2014.1.2. How about this egg beater? Did somebody 
give just this, or is it part of a larger collection? 

A Museum About You! 

I was so surprised to see my mother’s egg-beater in the museum. Imagine that one day, you turn 

your house into a museum. What objects would be in your museum? Write or draw them here! 



Tour Stop #3 

As we walk from the kitchen to the living room, let’s 

stop and look at what’s in the hall closet!  Take a peek 

around. Write down one thing that my family keeps in 

our closet that you don’t have at your house.         

Remember, ask your docent for help! 

Let’s play a game now! Greenbelt was built as a part of President Roosevelt’s plan 

to help the economy during the Great Depression. What was the name of this 

plan? Let’s fill in the spaces below to figure out the name of his program!   

 

1.                 ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

2.                                ____ ____ ____ ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ 

3.                ____ ____  ____ ____ 

4.                                                  ____ ____ _____ ____ 

5.                        ____  ____ ____ _______ 

6.____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ___ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

7.              ____ ____ ____ ____  ____                                 

1. The Journalism Club created a weekly ______________ 

called The Cooperator. 

2. The Museum is located on _________________ Road.  

3. Greenbelt was part of the Green __________ Program. 

Clues: 
4. People who lived in Greenbelt could not have cats or 

_________ because there were no pets allowed!  

5. President Roosevelt’s wife’s name was __________. 

6. Greenbelt’s planners built a ___________ for swimming 

and boating and President Roosevelt released the fish in it!  

7. The statue in Greenbelt is called Mother and _______. 



Design A Flag 

for Greenbelt 

This is a picture of Greenbelt’s town flag. There was a contest to design the 

flag and my friend Mary Clare Bonham won, even though she was just a 

kid! Mary Clare won $20 for designing the flag, and we still fly it today! 

  

 
The Greenbelt flag has lots of 

symbols on it! There is a tree in 

the center because Greenbelt was 

surrounded by trees.  

Now it’s your turn to             

design a flag! If you could 

design a flag for            

Greenbelt, what would it 

look like? Draw it here!  

 



Today, many people relax in front of a 
television screen, but when I lived here in 
the 1940s, my family didn’t own a TV. 
Instead, I enjoyed my favorite programs 
on the radio. Here is a funny excerpt 
from one of my favorite radio shows, 
time called “Baby Snooks and Daddy.” 
Let’s read it out loud with your parents 
and your docent. Transcript courtesy of 
http://www.genericradio.com. 

SOUND: CAR PULLS TO CURB AND STOPS ... CAR DOOR OPENS AND KIDS GET OUT BEHIND-- 

DADDY: G'bye, Snooks. Please don't make any trouble for the teacher. You've had to stand in the 
corner every day this week. 

SNOOKS: That ain't my fault. 

DADDY: I don't care whose fault it is. You've been wearing that dunce cap so often your head's start-
ing to come to a point. 

SNOOKS: No, it ain't. It was always that way. ... 

DADDY: Now go on. And try to be smart. 

SNOOKS: I am. Yesterday, I was the only one in the whole class who could answer the teacher's ques-
tion. 

DADDY: Really? What was the question? 

SNOOKS: "Who put the chewing gum in Annabella's hair?"  

DADDY: Well, don't let me hear anything like that again. 

SNOOKS: I'll try not to. Goodbye, daddy. 

DADDY: Goodbye. 

SOUND: CAR DOOR CLOSES ... CAR DRIVES OFF 

This is a picture of a living room of a Greenbelt house. 

When we lived here, the federal government was our land-

lord, and we weren’t allowed to own dogs or any other 

pets!  Photo courtesy the Library of Congress. 



Can you write a short radio drama about your favorite cartoon character?                                   

Remember, people could not see what happened in radio dramas, so make sure to 

include lots of SOUND EFFECTS! Write your radio drama here!  



Let’s go upstairs and look around! When we get on the landing, let’s peek in the 
closet and see what we can spy there! Remember, no touching unless your docent 
specifically says that you’re allowed to!  

Tour Stop #4 

Let’s look at the soap in the linen 

closet. What does it say on the label? 

I didn’t know what a co-op was until we moved to Greenbelt.  I’ll explain it like my dad 

did. First, let’s think about the word cooperative. What does it mean to cooperate?  

“Cooperative” means that the people 

who own the business are also the       

customers. When we moved to                

Greenbelt, my parents became mem-

bers of the cooperative grocery store. 

Here’s a picture of my mom shopping 

at the Coop!  

Photo courtesy the Greenbelt Museum 



Greenbelt: Planning a Kid’s Economy 

Let’s fill in the blanks!  

During the Great Depression, people did not have a 

lot of ____________________. However, kids 

learned how to be smart and  _________________ 

our money. There were plenty of jobs that kids 

could do in Greenbelt. You could get paid to       

deliver _____________________. On Saturdays, we 

would go to the ___________________grocery 

store with our wagons. The women who lived in 

our ___________________ would 

pay us to carry groceries. 

 

 

WORD BANK 

candy  

movie 

newspapers 

store 

 

We could spend our money at the 

________________ Theatre. Back then, we 

could see movies all day for only 10¢ .  We 

could also spend our money at the Gumdrop 

Cooperative. This was a 

____________________ located in the     

Greenbelt schools. We could buy 

_______________ and other treats here. When 

we ran the Gumdrop Coop at school, we 

learned how to run a cooperative!  

 

save 

money 

court 

cooperative 

Photo courtesy the Library of Congress 

Photo courtesy the Library of Congress 



How would you spend your money if you lived in Greenbelt? 

Let’s play the game on the flow chart! Follow what you would do, and circle where you 

end up!  

What should I do with my Saturday? 

I’m going to play outside with 

friends!  

 

END: I had a great 

time, but now I don’t 

have any money!  

I can spend my 10¢  

on a movie ticket. 

There’s a new movie 

starring Shirley            

Temple. It was good!  

END: 

I saved my money. When I 

went to school on Monday, 

I was able to buy candy 

from the Gumdrop Coop!  

The neighbors will pay me 10¢ 

to carry their food home from 

the store in my wagon! 

Photo courtesy the Greenbelt Museum 

Photo courtesy the Greenbelt Museum 



Tour Stop #5 
Let’s go into my parent’s room now! Do you see this?  

How does my mom use this? 

 

 

 

How about today? When you get 

new clothes, where do you get 

them from? 

My mom did much more than just sewing though! On the next page, let’s 

look at a word search puzzle to see all the things women did in Greenbelt!  



N M Z C N R K H A V R R B R T  

E E A O U P H Z C D E P A I Z  

Z C G E R M M O T H E R K Q K  

I K V V S Q O T C U X N E U K  

T X J L E K S A N O R I N I P  

I L N R R N E Q L T V J N P O  

C W D U Y T R S R M S D C D F  

J Y Q V S O R E T C E W D B F  

F J L W C I J R T R L S E I X  

S B G M H H P W G R G E H S Y  

B G W P O E W A H X O Z A M Q  

L O L F O Q R N H S L P R N F  

V P T R L T S G N I T E E M L  

U I O J E M D D C I P P E R T  

Q X G N W P N E F P T I Q X D 

Even though many women in Greenbelt  did not work outside the home, they still 

did a lot! They took care of the house. They joined clubs such as the Better Buyer’s 

Club and the Woman’s Club. They were reporters for the newspaper. They taught 

school. In the word search above, you can find some of these things. Look for these 

words: 

BAKE 

CITIZEN 

CLEAN 

MOTHER 

 

COOK 

IRON 

KINDERGARTEN 

MEETINGS 

 

NURSERY SCHOOL 

SEW 

TEACHER 

REPORTER 

Word Search Puzzle 



Tour Stop #5 
I’ve saved the best for last! This is my bedroom. My family moved to Greenbelt 

from an apartment in Washington D.C. in the late 1930s. Our life changed so much 

when we moved to Greenbelt.  Finally, I had a space to play!  

 

Here’s what my friend Louise said about  

the difference between her old apartment 

and living in Greenbelt.  “Mother and Dad brought each of us 

children a toy—my brother got a 2-

wheel bike, I got a scooter, and my little 

brother got a tricycle. We had not been 

able to have anything like that, because 

of lack of funds. The rent in Greenbelt 

was far less than we had been paying in 

Washington” -Louise Steinle Winkler 

Louise talks about one big             

difference between living in              

Washington and living in Greenbelt. 

What was this difference? 



 

My room is the best room in the house, because you can touch everything in here!  

You can read my books and play with my toys! Keep an eye out– I’ve left several 

secret notes for you! Before you play, though, I want you to draw me a picture of 

your favorite toy at home. Do any toys in my bedroom look like it? 

Poster design by Gary Moomau 



Glossary 

Here are some words that you’ve seen 

around this book and in the exhibit that 

you might not know! 

 

 

Resourceful– Being resourceful means that you can solve problems with 

what you have. 

Here’s a sentence with the word resourceful:  

I didn’t have a Halloween costume, but I was resourceful with some 
clothes and makeup that I owned and made myself a zombie costume. 

Symbol– A symbol is something that represents something else. 

I drew a smiley face as a symbol that I was happy.  

Economy– This means the arrangement of a system of money and   

business. 

Congress can make laws that affect the economy. 

Thanks for coming to visit me today! I hope 

you enjoyed your time here! Remember, ask 

your docent if you have any extra questions!  



Do you like to read and want to learn more about what life was like when Nick was  

living here? We have some suggestions for books that you can take out of the library! 

We divided them into fiction/nonfiction. Nonfiction means that the books have lots 

of facts and tell the story of what actually happened. Historical fiction books are about 

time periods that actually happened, but the people in the stories are made-up.  

Nonfiction: 

America in the Time of Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1929-1948)by Sally Senzell Isaacs  

Heineman Library, 2001. For grades 4-8 

This book looks at the life of President Roosevelt and tells readers about what life was 

like for average people during his presidency, including housing, clothing, work, trade, 

farming and daily life. It contains many photographs and drawings, and has a list of 

important people, maps, and historical fiction related to the time. 

The Great Depression (We the People) by Michael Burgan  

Compass Point Books, 2002 For grades 3 to 5  

This book about the Great Depression explores the time period in the United States, 

but also talks about what was happening in Europe at the time, and discusses how the 

Depression led to the Second World War. It focuses on economy and businesses, and 

then discusses how these affected average people. 

War, Peace, and All That Jazz 1918-1945 (History of U.S., Book 9) by Joy Hakim  

Oxford University Press Children’s Books, rev edition, 1999  

Grades 3 to 6  

This is part of a series of history books, and this book focuses on major events and pop 

culture. This book has a lot of information to reference, and has lots of visuals! 

 

 

Further Resources 



Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home front in World War II  by Penny  

Colman. Crown Books. 1998. Grades 3-7 

This book tells the story of the 18 million women who entered the work force during 

World War II and will help students understand the changes in Greenbelt during the war. 

Eleanor Roosevelt: First Lady of the World by Dina El Nabli.  

Harper Collins, 2006. Grades  2-5 

This is a biography about Eleanor Roosevelt, who cared a lot about Greenbelt and came 

to visit here many times. This will help you learn about what Eleanor did in the 1930s to 

help people who were struggling in the Great Depression, as well as other interesting 

things that Eleanor Roosevelt did in her life, such as working in the United Nations!  

Fiction:  

My Name is America: The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins , a World War II Soldier by 

Walter Dean Meyers. Collins Publishing, 1999. Grades 4-7. 

This fictional account tells the story of a 17-year old soldier from Virginia who fights in 

the battle of Normandy. This will help you understand the experiences of the many 

Greenbelt boys who went off to fight in World War II. 

Meet Kit by Valerie Tripp 

American Girl Doll Publishing, 2000. Grades 3-7 

During the Great Depression, Kit’s family undergoes a lot of hardships– her father has to 

move because he has lost his job and the family has to take in boarders. Kit, a junior re-

porter for her family’s  newspaper, has to cope with all of the changes the Depression 

brings!  

The Magic Tree House: Blizzard of the Blue Moon by Mary Pope Osborn.  

Random House, 2006. Grades 1-3 

This book is for younger readers and shares the magical adventures of Jack and Annie as 

they travel through time in search of a unicorn.  When they land in New York in 1938, 

they learn about life during the Great Depression! 


