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Greenbelt Will Celebrate 75th 
Anniversary throughout 2012  

One of the 75th Anniversary Committee’s first activities was 
a logo contest. Judy McCord, the winner, is a former Green-
belt resident, whose mother still resides here. The committee 
liked how her design combined historical elements such as a 
vintage typewriter font with the suggestion of environmental 
awareness represented by the heart tree and they felt that 
her logo best captured Greenbelt today. The tag line, 
“Community, Culture, Cooperation,” further celebrates some 
of the themes that make Greenbelt unique. 

 

2012 will mark the 75th 

anniversary of the founding 

of Greenbelt. The 75th 

Anniversary Committee, 

established by City Council, 

has been hard at work since 

April 2010 planning events, 

programs, and activities for 

the year long celebration.  

The Committee’s eleven 

appointed members have 

met monthly and they 

represent many neighbor-

hoods throughout the city. 

One of the committee’s 

agreed upon goals is not 

only to commemorate the 

past but also to celebrate 

the city’s current diversity 

and to look towards the 

future. To achieve that goal, 

events which will appeal to 

a wide variety of ages and 

interests are being planned 

for Greenbelt East, West, 

and the historic area.  

In 2010, the committee held 

a logo contest (see caption 

above) and distributed a 

survey seeking feedback 

from the community. Over 

150 surveys were returned.  

Based on those survey 

responses and an exten-

sive visioning exercise, 

the committee began to 

formulate a calendar for 

the year. Some of the 

events currently being 

planned with the help of 

various City departments 

are an Artful Afternoon 

kick-off event in January 

2012, a symposium in April 

2012 which will explore 

sustaining Greenbelt’s 

legacy, an address by James 

Roosevelt, Jr., and a gala 

dinner dance to be held at 

Martin’s Crosswinds in 

October 2012.  

continued on page 2 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Machiz and child mov-

ing into their new Greenbelt home, on 

October 2, 1937. Resettlement Admini-

stration, photograph.  
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Utopian 75th Anniversary continued  

The 75th Anniversary Committee has formed nine 
subcommittees and invites interested residents to get 

involved and join one. The subcommittees are: 

• Advertising and Public Relations 

• Museum Activities 

• Fundraising and Sponsorship 

• Finance 

• Art and Exhibitions 

• Events Planning and Coordination 

• Symposium 

• Gala Dinner/Dance  

• Product Merchandise 

If you are interested in helping, contact Dave Mills, 

Chair, 75th Committee, at greenbelt75@gmail.com. 

The committee is planning several major signature 

events to be held throughout the year along with 

smaller events and standing city events (Celebration 

of Spring, Fall Fest, 4th of July, Labor Day). The 

Museum, celebrating its 25th year, also has activities 

and events planned including an exhibit, quarterly 

lectures, and a dance performance by Alight Dance 

Theater at the historic house. Please save the 

following dates: 

January 8— Kick-off event at Artful Afternoon  

April 28-29—Sustaining Greenbelt’s Legacy Symposium            

September 22-23—James Roosevelt Jr. Address &     

      Greenbelt Tree Tour 

October 13— Gala Dinner/Dance and weekend  

December 14 —Closing ceremony 

Events will be publicized on the City of Greenbelt 

website, in area newspapers, and on local email lists.  

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact 

Megan Searing Young, staff liaison to the 75th 

Anniversary Committee at 301-507-6582 or    

Volunteer Help Wanted!  
 

The Greenbelt Museum’s annual Volunteer appreciation 

Dinner was held on June 18. The evening is always a festive 

one marked by good company and good food. The potluck 

dishes are largely provided by the FOGM Board of Directors 

& museum staff as it is our opportunity to thank the Museum’s 

volunteers for all of the hard work they do throughout the 

year.  Following a training period, volunteers work one two 

hour shift per month at the Museum’s historic house, where 

they greet guests and give guided tours. If you are interested 

in helping, please contact our Education/Volunteer Coordina-

tor, Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, greenbeltmuseumedu@gmail.com or 

240-542-2064. 

2011 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Held in June 

In addition to new Museum docents (see above), we are also looking for 

a volunteer membership coordinator to help us keep track of joining and 

renewing members. This is a very important job, but would probably only 

entail 1-2 hours per week . If interested, please see contact information 

for Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, above. Thank you! 

Museum volunteers Jo Ellen Sarff,, John Henry Jones, and John Maffay 

enjoy this year’s  annual volunteer appreciation dinner.  
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New Book of Historic Greenbelt Photographs & Images 

To Be Published in November 2011 
Former and current museum directors, Jill St. John and Megan Searing Young, 

have been hard at work on a new book featuring historic Greenbelt photographs 

and images. The book is being produced by Arcadia Publishing and is part of their 

Images of America series. The Museum has just received word that the publica-

tion date will be in late November 2011, in 

time for holiday shopping!   

Entitled Greenbelt, Maryland, the souvenir-style 

book is made up of over 200 captioned pho-

tographs and provided an excellent opportu-

nity to showcase the Greenbelt Museum’s 

extensive photo archive. Many of the images 

have never been published. The book is com-

prised of seven chapters: Planning a Green-

belt Town, Building Greenbelt, Greenbelt 

“Pioneers” Settle In, World War II and the 

1940s, A Cooperative Buys the Town, 

Greenbelt Expands in the 1960s and 1970s, and the 1980s and Beyond.  

Although the book covers Greenbelt to the present, Arcadia Publishing only allowed ap-

proximately twenty photographs from the post-1980 era, so the majority of the book fo-

cuses on Greenbelt’s first 50 years. Stay tuned for more information!  

Museum Ended Garden-themed Lecture Series 
with an Educational Garden Party   

FOGM’s Preservation Evening, held July 19, both educated and enter-

tained an audience of approximately 40 people who braved record-

breaking heat to hear award-winning historic preservationist, Michael 

Leventhal, speak about the importance of Greenbelt’s historic 

homes.  Leventhal spoke about the unique responsibilities of stewardship 

of historic properties and the importance of community discussion when 

major changes are being contemplated.  Following his talk, attendees 

enjoyed cookies and lemonade by lantern light and walked through the 

Museum’s historic house.  Thanks to everyone who attended and who 

helped to make the event a success!  

Next Lecture:  Oct.. 18, 2011, 7:30pm - 75th Preview 

As 2012 is fast approaching, the Museum has invited members of the 

75th Anniversary Committee to share some of the things they have 

planned for the upcoming anniversary year.  Event will take place in the 

Greenbelt Community Center. 

This photo from the book depicts African American 

workers in front of Center School. Although they helped 

build Greenbelt, African Americans could not apply for 

residency, as the community was originally open to white 

residents only. Greenbelt Museum Collection. 

Documents such as this advertising 

brochure for Charlestowne Village, 

which opened in 1964, will be fea-

tured in the book. Greenbelt    

Museum Collection. 
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Museum Office & Exhibits 
15 Crescent Road 

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 
Phone: 301-507-6582 
museum@greenbeltmd.gov 

 
Historic Home 

10B Crescent Road 
Greenbelt Maryland, 20770 

Phone: 301-474-1936 

 
For Special Tours 

Phone: 240-542-2064 
greenbeltmuseumedu@gmail.com 
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The Greenbelt Museum is going GREEN!  We have begun distributing 

our newsletter via email, but we need your help to make sure that our 

newsletter reaches you if you are a FOGM member! Please send an  

email to greenbeltmuseum@gmail.com with the words OPT-IN in the sub-

ject line & your name, or if you prefer a printed copy, please get in 

touch to let us know that, too. Thank you! 

Celebrate, Preserve & Share the History of Greenbelt MD 
Join the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

Cooperator  $25.00 1yr. subscription to the Utopian, 

free admission to Museum house, plus discounts on 

select items in gift shop, invitations to lectures, events, 

and programs 

Pioneer  $50.00 All of the above benefits for a 

household or family plus invitations to special 

programs or events 

Utopian $100.00 All of the above benefits plus 

invitations to special programs or events 

Roosevelt Club $1000.00 All of the above benefits 

plus recognition at the Museum house 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail  _____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Friends of the Greenbelt Museum, mail to PO 

Box 1025, Greenbelt MD 20768 or or join securely on-line at 

GreenbeltMuseum.org. FOGM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  

September 
3    Information Day at Roosevelt Center, 10am-4pm 
4  Museum open regular hours 1pm-5pm 

October  
18 Preview of 75th Anniversary Year, 7:30pm, Community Center 


