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Season’s Greetings from 
the Greenbelt Museum! 
As the weather turns 

cooler and Greenbelt’s 

trees turn bright red, 

orange, and gold, we are 

finishing up our holiday 

plans here at the museum. 

We hope you will visit us 

at 10B Crescent for 

“Deco the Halls,” our 

annual free evening open 

house held on Dec. 6,     

7-9pm in conjunction 

with City of Greenbelt’s 

tree lighting. The house 

sparkles at night with 

vintage holiday decora-

tions! We’ve hung delicate 

glass ornaments on the 

tree, set the table for 

Christmas dinner, hung 

stockings and wreaths and 

have proudly displayed our 

menorah, acknowledging 

that Greenbelt was 

integrated in terms of 

religion when it was 

established, as the  

planners aimed for a 

population that would be 

63% Protestant, 30% 

Catholic, and 7% Jewish.  

We are researching  

Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

and the celebration of 

Jewish holidays in Green-

belt. If you grew up here 

and have specific memories 

of holidays gone by, please 

send a note to Megan 

Searing Young, Museum 

Director, Greenbelt  

Museum, 15 Crescent Road, 

Greenbelt, MD 20770 or to 

museum@greenbeltmd.gov. 

We would love to hear 

from you!  

We also have great new 

items for the gift shop. 

The holiday card above, 

vintage-themed toys, a 

new coffee mug, bags 

and zip pouches cele-

brating 1930s and 1940s 

design and so much 

more. Come find us in 

Room 114 at the annual 

Festival of Lights   

Art and Craft Fair   

December 7 - 8 at the 

Greenbelt Community 

Center.  Happy Holidays! 

The image above is the 2013 Greenbelt Museum holiday greeting card 

which will be available for sale in December.  It is based on a card in 

the Museum’s collection from the ‘40s, a gift from Kathy Labukas. 

Museum Wish List 

Working laptop 

Working tablet(s) 

Computer printer 

Portable CD/Cassette Player 

Portable turntable for record albums 

If you are interested in donating any of these 

items, please call 301-507-6582. We are a        

501(c)3 organization, so gifts are tax deductible!  

Thank you so much! 

Christmas c. 1964 at 5H Ridge, home of the 

Maffay family. Greenbelt Museum Collection.   
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Museum Welcomes Two Interns 

Rexford Revue!

In the final lecture of the 

2013 series, Sally Sims 

Stokes spoke to a packed 

room about her research 

on the selection process 

of the original Greenbelt    

pioneers.  She discussed 

the tenant selection office 

and the use of quotas in 

the process, particularly 

religious quotas. A lively 

discussion followed. 

Thanks so much to everyone who attended 

our second annual Rexford Revue fundraiser 

held in September. Singer Sean “Sinatra” 

Reilly wowed the audience not just with his 

voice, but also with his knowledge of Sinatra’s 

music. Thanks also to all who donated and/or 

bid on items in our silent auction. The 

evening was a great success and helps to 

support all of the Museum’s programs. So 

thanks again and we’ll see you at the third 

annual Revue in the fall of 2014!  
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Interns Ennis Barberry and Allison Hartley, along 

with Director, Megan Searing Young, tried to set up 

a small version of the 75th exhibit at the Green-

spring Multicultural Picnic in September. Rain inter-

rupted those plans, but Ennis recorded oral histories.  

Labor Day is always a busy time for the 

Museum. This year, we opened the      

historic house at 10B Crescent for free 

tours, offered walking tours of the     

community, held the Retro Town Fair 

which brings back a tradition from early 

Greenbelt, and walked in the parade,        

followed by more tours of the house!   

We are indebted, as always, to our      

volunteers who make so many of our  

programs possible. Thanks so much, also, 

to everyone who participated in Museum’s       

activities or joined us for tours!  

The Museum has had the good fortune to 

welcome two interns this year. Ennis Ayla 

Barberry, a graduate student in applied 

anthropology at the University of Maryland 

began work in the summer of 2013.  She is 

also earning a certificate in Museum 

Scholarship and Material Culture, and has 

conducted 14 oral histories with Green-

belt residents from all areas of the city. She 

has created podcasts which will be on the 

Museum website in early 2014.         

Allison Hartley, an undergraduate at 

the University of Maryland earning a 

B.A. in History/English Literature, 

began work in the fall of 2013 and is 

the first Dorothy Sucher Memorial 

Intern, a program made possible by a 

generous gift from Dr. Joseph 

Sucher. Alli has been busily working 

on bringing to reality a long-held plan 

of the Museum’s—a hands on exhibit 

for children in the Museum house.  

From left, Isabelle Gournay, Greenbelt pioneer Rena Hull, Sally 

Stokes, John Henry Jones, and Jane Menis at the lecture October 15.  

Stokes Lectured on Selection Process 
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What is your Greenbelt story? Was your family one of the 

original pioneers in 1937? Are you living here today? 

Whether you are a lifetime Greenbelter or a more recent 

transplant like my family is, we are all part of the city’s   

ongoing story. 

Help the Greenbelt Museum celebrate our shared cultural 

heritage. Every day, the staff and volunteers of the     

Greenbelt Museum work on a host of projects aimed at 

preserving and telling the city’s story. From leading tours of 

our historic house to managing our collection to providing 

research assistance and more, the Museum offers a range of 

programs dedicated to providing gateways to the New Deal 

history and living legacy of Greenbelt, MD.  

If, like me, you have found the Greenbelt Museum to be an 

invaluable resource and repository – a place that belongs to 

all of us, whether we live in Greenbelt East, West, or    

central Greenbelt – then please consider making a donation 

to the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum’s 2013 Annual 

Fund, so that the museum can continue to collect, steward 

and convey the story of Greenbelt - yesterday and today.  

You can make a secure gift online at 

www.greenbeltmuseum.org or mail a check (made out to 

the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum) and send it to the 

Greenbelt Museum, PO Box 1025, Greenbelt, MD 20768. 

We are a 501(c)3 organization, so donations are tax     

deductible. Thank you for your support of the Greenbelt  

Museum. We are grateful for your support and hope to see 

you at the Museum or one of its programs soon.  

Lauren Silberman 

Treasurer, Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

“Shopping in the store,” by Russell Lee, February 1938,  Library of Congress, 

Prints and Photographs Division. 

Please Consider a Gift to the FOGM Annual Fund 

January 21, 7:30pm 

“Women Organize Effectively”  

Greenbelt Women and Civic Participation   

Allison Hartley, this year’s Dorothy Sucher Memorial Intern,     

will share her research on the ways in which Greenbelt women 

were involved in their community during the time of Greenbelt’s 

ownership by the Federal Government, 1937-1952. She will  

highlight several early Greenbelt organizations. Greenbelt    

Community Center, Room 201. Free and open to the public. 

Students at Springhill Lake Elementary examine a vintage postcard of the 

apartment complex. The Museum Director and Education Coordinator 

attended the 2013 Career Day at the elementary in Spring 2013.  

Greenbelt Museum 2014 Lecture Series 

Thus far in 2013, Greenbelt Museum staff, interns and volunteers: 

Welcomed 370 visitors to the Museum house on Sundays 

Lead 24 walking tours including several groups from China 

Programmed a quarterly lecture series attended by 196 people 

Held several signature events including the Roosevelt Ride, the 
Retro Town Fair, and the Rexford Revue 

Visited Greenbelt Elementary School, Springhill Lake Elementary,  
& Greenbelt Middle School to share information about Museum 

Recorded 14 oral histories with residents from all areas of the city 
including Greenbelt East and West 

Created a hands-on exhibit in the Museum house and much more! 
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Museum Office & Exhibits 
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Historic Home 

10B Crescent Road 
Greenbelt Maryland, 20770 

Phone: 301-474-1936 

 
For Special Tours 

Phone: 240-542-2064 
greenbeltmuseumedu@gmail.com 
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———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

FOGM 
PO BOX 1025 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20768 

The Greenbelt Museum is going GREEN!  We have begun distributing our newsletter 

via email, but we need your help to make sure that our newsletter reaches you if you 

are a FOGM member! Please visit www.greenbeltmuseum.org and click on NEWS-

LETTER (left hand column) to sign up, expect only 1-2 emails from us per month.  

Celebrate, Preserve & Share the History of Greenbelt MD 
Join the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

Cooperator  $25.00 1yr. subscription to the Utopian, 

free admission to Museum house, plus discounts on select 

items in gift shop, invitations to lectures, events, and 

programs 

Pioneer  $50.00 All of the above benefits for a 

household or family plus invitations to special programs 

or events 

Utopian $100.00 All of the above benefits plus 

invitations to special programs or events 

Roosevelt Club $1000.00 All of the above benefits 

plus recognition at the Museum house 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail  _____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Friends of the Greenbelt Museum, mail to PO Box 1025, 

Greenbelt MD 20768 or join securely on-line at GreenbeltMuseum.org.   

FOGM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Thank you!  

December  
6 Deco the Halls, Museum open house, 7-9pm, 10B Crescent. FREE!  
7 Festival of Lights, 10am-5pm, Greenbelt Community Center,     

Room 114 
8 Festival Lights, 11am-4pm, Greenbelt Community Center, Room 114 
        

January  
21    Lecture, “Women Organize Effectively” Greenbelt Women and   
 Civic Participation, 7:30pm, Rm. 201, Greenbelt Community Ctr 


