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Lenore Thomas Straus 
Exhibit to Open in 2015 
The next museum exhibi-

tion, The Knowing Hands 

That Carve This Stone: The 

New Deal Art of Lenore 

Thomas Straus, is scheduled 

to open in Greenbelt in 

early 2015.  The artist was a 

young woman only in her 

twenties when she carved 

several landmark works 

throughout downtown 

Greenbelt, Maryland for the 

Resettlement Administra-

tion in the late 1930s. 

These sculptures include 

the seminal pieces “Mother 

& Child” (c.1939), which is 

the centerpiece of Green-

belt’s Roosevelt Center, a 

series of bas reliefs (c.1936-

1937) depicting the Pream-

ble to the U. S. Constitu-

tion, which were carved in 

place on the front of the 

Community Center 

(formerly Center School), 

and the Woman sculpture, 

on the grounds of the 

building. In addition to these 

works, Straus carved large 

scale animals for the 

playground of Langston 

Terrace, a New Deal-era 

apartment complex in D.C. 

A large portion of her work 

was completed at her studio 

in Accokeek, Maryland where 

she and her husband, Robert 

Straus, lived for several 

decades and where they 

became friends with Alice 

and Henry Ferguson. 

“Although Thomas Straus 

was an accomplished artist,” 

says Megan Searing Young, 

Director of the Greenbelt 

Museum and curator of the 

upcoming exhibition, “she has 

not yet been studied exten-

sively. This exhibition and its 

accompanying program-

ming will identify and 

promote her work, 

provide new insights into 

her life and connections 

with both Greenbelt and 

Accokeek, and offer an 

opportunity for those 

interested in local history, 

WPA and New Deal art, 

as well as women artists, 

to learn more about her 

and the New Deal era in 

which she thrived.”  Stay 

tuned for more details 

about the exhibit! 

Lenore Thomas Straus stands by one of her bas reliefs which she 

carved in place on the front of what is now the Community Center. 

Did you know we completely renovated the 

Museum’s visitor center/gift shop at 10B 

Crescent this winter? The former garage 

that’s attached to the Museum house is 

where we greet visitors for tours on Sundays 

and the space also houses our small gift shop. 

New carpet, paint, and furnishings make the 

space shine. Come take a look and keep an 

eye out for a new line of Museum souvenirs 

coming in late summer!  Many thanks to  

former FOGM Board president, Stephen 

Oetken, for his help with our renovation!  

Newly renovated visitor center at 10B Crescent. 
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The Museum shared Schrom Airport history 

& made paper airplanes at the first ever 

Greenbelt Maker Faire on April 5. 

Lecture on Greenbelt Architect  

Greenbelt Elementary Students Visit 

We are delighted to report that the traveling version of the exhibit, 

“Greenbelt: The First 75 Years, 1937-1952,” finally debuted at the 

Celebration of Spring at the Springhill Lake Rec Center on May 18.  

In 2013, both attempts to display it were rained out. The weather 

cooperated on May 18, however, and the exhibit was well-received. 

Stay tuned for more information about where it may pop up next! 

Greenbelt Elementary students enjoy a hands-on 

washing activity with washboards & Fels-Naptha soap 

We were fortunate to welcome architec-

tural historian and Greenbelt resident, 

Isabelle Gournay as our April lecturer. In 

her talk, “Discovering Douglas Ellington,” 

she shared fascinating research she has 

been doing on Ellington, Greenbelt’s chief    

architect. Ellington was one of few Ameri-

can architecture students to study at the 

Paris Ecole des Beaux Arts. In addition, his 

buildings helped to transform Asheville, 

NC into a city now well known for it’s 

striking art deco architecture.    

How do you get 100 Greenbelt  

Elementary school students interested in 

Greenbelt history?!  Send them looking 

for bugs!  Japanese beetles to be precise! 

The activity for the students’ May 9 visit 

was created by Education Coordinator, 

Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, and revives one of 

the summer activities many Greenbelt 

pioneer children recall—collecting 

beetles in jars to be turned in to the city 

for a dime or a quarter. The city would 

pay for jars full of the destructive 

insects. With so many students visiting 

at once, staff was challenged to give each 

student a chance to tour the Museum 

house, so four activities were set up: 

beetle collection (complete with paper 

beetles and mason jars), laundry (with 

real washboards), a house tour to 

discuss how early  Greenbelters lived, 

and a mini walking tour to focus on 

significant planning features like superb-

locks, walking paths and underpasses.  

The students   picnicked on the play-

ground, as well. Nothing like a little 

hands-on history!  

Museum’s Time Line Exhibit 
Debuts at City’s Celebration of 
Spring in Greenbelt West 

Detail of the  City Building in Asheville, North 

Carolina, designed by architect Douglas Ellington  

Maker Faire  
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Carr’s Beach, Annapolis, Maryland, c1940s. Photograph courtesy of the Lakeland Community    

Heritage Project. The photo appears in their book, Lakeland: African Americans in College Park 

Start Preparing Now for the Retro Town Fair!  

The Museum held its Second Annual Roosevelt 

Ride on June 1 as part of Greenbelt Day Week-

end festivities. Beautiful weather, plus a great 

turnout made for a really fun event. Riders gath-

ered at 11am on the front lawn of the Community     

Center, took a ride through Greenbelt, then   

returned to the lawn for picnicking and socializing. 

Participants were invited to wear vintage clothing 

and ride vintage bikes to evoke the feeling of the 

late 1930s, and though this was optional, there 

were some great ensembles!  Many, many thanks 

to Proteus Bicycles in College Park for cospon-

soring the event and setting up a tent and also to 

Maryland Milestones for their sponsorship.  

July 15, 2014 - 7:30pm 

The History of Maryland’s African 

American Beaches - A Film Screening  

and Panel Discussion  

Join us to see the short film, “Music to Our Ears: The 

Sounds of the African American Experience at Carr’s 

and Sparrow’s Beaches,” and to hear recollections from 

Pamela Boardley and Violetta Sharps-Jones, two    

members of the Lakeland Community Heritage Project, 

who remember visiting the beaches. The Lakeland 

Community Heritage Project (LCHP) is a co-sponsor of 

this event. Also learn about a fun beach day event the 

LCHP is sponsoring in August of this year! Lectures are 

free and open to the public and are held in the    

Greenbelt Community Center, Greenbelt Maryland.  

Greenbelt Museum 2014 Lecture Series 

Museum Holds Second Annual Roosevelt Ride  

Just a reminder that the Museum will hold its third Retro Town Fair this year as part of   

Labor Day Festival celebrations. Gardeners, canners, knitters, and all crafty folk should 

begin preparing their entries for this year’s event!  The fair will be held in Roosevelt     

Center near the Mother and Child statue on August 31. The judging categories will be the 

same as last year: needlework, flowers, garden vegetables/fruits, canning and baked goods. 

Please note that canned goods will not be tasted. A registration form will be available in 

August. If you have questions or need more info,, please contact Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, 

greenbeltmuseumedu@gmail.com or call 240-542-2064. Thanks and we’ll see you there!  
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FOGM 
PO BOX 1025 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20768 

The Greenbelt Museum is going GREEN!  We have begun distributing our newsletter 

via email, but we need your help to make sure that our newsletter reaches you if you 

are a FOGM member! Please visit www.greenbeltmuseum.org and click on NEWS-

LETTER (left hand column) to sign up, expect only 1-2 emails from us per month.  

Celebrate, Preserve & Share the History of Greenbelt MD 
Join the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

Cooperator  $25.00 1yr. subscription to the Utopian, 

free admission to Museum house, plus discounts on select 

items in gift shop, invitations to lectures, events, and 

programs 

Pioneer  $50.00 All of the above benefits for a 

household or family plus invitations to special programs 

or events 

Utopian $100.00 All of the above benefits plus 

invitations to special programs or events 

Roosevelt Club $1000.00 All of the above benefits 

plus recognition at the Museum house 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail  _____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Friends of the Greenbelt Museum, mail to PO Box 1025, 

Greenbelt MD 20768 or join securely on-line at GreenbeltMuseum.org.   

FOGM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Thank you!  

        

July  
15    Maryland’s African American Beaches, Film Screening and Panel 
 Discussion” Co-Sponsored by the Lakeland Community Heritage 
 Project.  7:30pm, Rm. 201, Greenbelt Community Center 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
October 17, 2014 for the FOGM Rexford Revue!  


